
District Musical FAQ

The Audition Process:

1. How long is the audition process?
This year every student will be assigned a time slot for auditions.  The time slot will be the same
for both the singing and dancing auditions. Students will be in auditions for approximately 30-45
minutes.  Parents of younger students should stay so that you can take your child home after they
are done.  No one will be able to watch them after their audition time slot is over.

2. What does my child have to prepare for the audition?
Nothing.  We will teach your child a short song selection from the show and a short dance
combination.  No singing or dancing experience is required.  Just tell your child to have fun, show
personality, do their best, and follow directions.

3. Can parents watch auditions?
For this year you may not be able to watch the entire audition process. It depends on what
spaces are utilized.  Parents (especially those of younger grades) are required to stay for the
audition so that as soon as your child is done, you can leave.  There will be a designated area
for parents to wait.

4. Does my child have to audition both days?
Yes, unless your child is absent from school because they are sick, and you email that day letting
the production team know, they must audition both days or they cannot be considered for a part in
the musical.

Casting:

1. Do only high school students get leads?
No; each year we pick shows where lead roles can be spread out across all age groups. While
more leads may get cast to older students, there are always lead roles each year that go to
students in grades K-3.  Example:  When we produced The Little Mermaid, Ariel was in 6th
grade, Ursula was in 11th grade, and Flounder was in 1st grade.

2. Do we only cast students we know?
No, every year we base casting on the audition process only, as it is the only fair way to select
students for the musical.  Every year students whom we have never met get cast in the show,
at times even as leads, while seniors in high school whom we have known for years could get
cut. Example:  our original casted Matilda (lead) from 2020 was a 2nd grader we had never met
before.

3. I auditioned for Matilda in 2020, do I get to keep my part?
Unfortunately no, We have to be as fair as possible and recast the entire show. Students have
grown up, moved, and or graduated.  It has been two years and this casting process is being



treated as a brand new production.

4. Do you only take a few younger students to be cast in the show?
No, in order to be fair, we try to cast an even number of students per grade level so that all of
K-12 grades are represented. This means that even high school students have gotten cut from
the show as we base everything on auditions only.

5. How many students will be cast?
While we normally cast around 100, this year based on social distancing, we may have to cast
fewer than normal so that all dance numbers are spaced out on stage and following the District of
Hoboken Indoor Space Guidelines modeled off of the Arts Ed Now State guidelines.

Rehearsals:

1. How late do students rehearse daily?
We try to get the younger students out first.  K-2 grade levels rehearse only on Tuesday and
Thursdays from 3:15-5:00pm. Students in grades 3-5 are typically done by 6pm.  Students in
grades 6-12 could stay till 7pm.

2. What does the rehearsal schedule look like?
The rehearsal schedule will be posted in the cast Google Classroom two weeks in advance.  For
a show with this many moving pieces we can only plan ahead in two week increments.  As
stated in the parents letter, your child may participate in other activities such as Passport to
Learning or sports.  Since our schedule is always changing, we just ask that you prioritize the
rehearsal schedule as we have only 8 weeks to put on a huge professional quality production.

3. What if my child has a conflict every Monday and cannot attend Monday rehearsal?
In an effort to be fair, we ask that all conflicts be written down in the audition google form. We
understand if your child has ballet class every Monday and can try to accommodate the best we
can.  However if your child has multiple conflicts a week that do not have the flexibility to be
missed then this is not the activity for you.  We have 8 very short weeks to create a 2 hour
musical. It is extremely hard to catch students up if multiple rehearsals are missed.  After three
unexcused rehearsals, your child will not be able to participate.

4. Can parents watch rehearsals?
No; Rehearsals are closed for all parents. This helps keep the rehearsal process focused.
As a parent, you will drop off and pick up your child in the lobby of the high school outside of the
auditorium.

5. How does my child get to the high school for rehearsals?
This is not our responsibility but that of the parent.  Many times parents rotate in groups and walk
over students together taking turns.

6. What happens during TECH week?
Tech week is the last four days of rehearsals before the opening night of the show.  This is where
costumes, microphones, set pieces, the band, and lights are implemented. It is mandatory and



imperative that all students participating in the musical be present for all four rehearsals from
3:15-8pm. Dinner will be provided.  K-2nd grade levels are often only called in for Wednesday
and Thursday of tech. Failure to be at tech rehearsals will result in removal from being able to
perform in the show.

7. How many days per week will my child be needed at rehearsals?
That depends on the role they receive in the show and what ensembles are being worked on for
that week.  Students in grades K-2 come every Tuesday and Thursday only, except for tech
week.  Students in grades 3-12 are most often needed at least 2-3 days per week. All leads -  no
matter what grade level - are needed 4-5 days per week.

8. How many rehearsals can my child miss?
In an 8 week rehearsal process we allow for up to 3 rehearsals to be missed as long as you email
the production staff members by the morning of the day to be missed to explain the absence. We
can excuse absences if your child is sick or you are away on a vacation.

Performing in the Show

1. When are the show dates?
May 20th at 7pm (call time is 5pm)
May 21st at 2pm (call time is 12noon)
May 22nd at 2pm (call time is 12noon)

If you have any conflicts show days you cannot audition and be cast in the show.

2. Will my child be masked for the performance?
Yes, all students will be provided clear masks for the performance so their entire face can be
seen while still practicing safety.  Masks must also be worn at this time for all rehearsals as well.
I suggest packing an extra mask with your child for all rehearsal days.  They will not be allowed to
rehearse without a mask.

3. What other procedures are in place to ensure the safety of all participants?

This information is based on the current guidance from the CDC, the New Jersey Department
of Health and research findings from the International Coalition of Performing Arts Aerosol
Study.

Audience Mask Policy
Masks are required at all times for everyone (staff, visitors, students) while on school property
regardless of day or time (Executive Order 251).

Physical (Social) Distancing:
Physical distancing should be followed in the lobby, bathrooms, auditorium and all indoor spaces where
feasible.  This includes intermission.



Dancers: Masks should be worn at all times unless the dancer is “engaged in high-
intensity aerobic or anaerobic activity” as outlined in E.O. 251. In this instance the mask
may be removed for performance and should be returned once a performance segment
concludes.

Physical (Social) Distancing:
Performers should be spaced out at 3 feet where feasible and further if space allows. If maintaining
physical distancing of 3 feet is not feasible, other mitigation (masking, time limitations) should be strictly
followed. Encourage physical distancing between individual performers (singers and musicians, teacher
and student), and also between performers and audience members.

Equipment:
Avoid shared equipment where the mouth may come into contact with equipment
(such as mouthpieces, microphones, etc.) and follow manufacturer’s instructions to clean
thoroughly between uses. Also use disposable microphone covers when needed. Use sanitation wipes
to clean dressing rooms, microphones (if used), props, set pieces, instruments, costumes, wigs daily.


